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NURTURED BY NATURE 

Human Relationships with 
Wilderness 
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 “Those who contemplate the 
beauty of the earth find 
researches of strength that will 
ensure as long as life lasts. There 
is something infinitely healing in 
the repeated refrains of nature – 
the assurance that dawn comes 
after night, and spring after 
winter”  - Rachel Carson 

The beauty of nature has inspired 
countless artistic works – poems, 
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paintings, dances, novels, and 
more. The industrial and digital 
revolutions have ushered in an 
era of modern society that has an 
unprecedented separation from 
nature. In this course we will be 
exploring human relationships 
with nature, while being mindful 
that this very relationship is 
changing drastically not only in 
our own society but in many 
others across the globe. 
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This course is, at its heart, a skills course. We will be reading 
writings in a variety of disciplines – from poetry to 
physiological primary literature. By the time you leave this 
course you should be more comfortable approaching work 
in unfamiliar discourses. Specifically you should have an 
improved ability to: 
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v Locate implicit ideas and make them explicit 

v Identify authors’ arguments (“the pitch”) 

v Explore analysis of ideas through writing 

v Develop ideas through exploration of outside 
sources 

v Construct an analytical argument with your writing 

Course Goals 

Important Tidbits 

Instructor: Dr. Jordanna Sprayberry 

Course Resourses 

Office: NSB115 
Phone: 484 664 3249 
Email: jsprayberry@muhlenberg,edu 

Office Hours: 
Open door study time: W 12:30-2:30 

- or - 
    make an appointment on Canvas 
 

Email: ko248467@muhlenberg.edu 
 
 

Canvas – learn how to use it! 
Writing Analytically 
Other textx listed and posted on 
Canvas 

This course is scheduled to meet three hours per week. Fourth 
hour activities include timed writing activities, nature 

observation, and watching nature documentaries. 

WA: Kate O’Donaghue 
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Class Participation (20%) 

Most of our class periods will be 
spend analyzing, discussing, and 
writing about the course readings. As 
such regular class attendance is vital. 
Your participation grade will stem 
from your attendance, your 
comportment in class, and your 
contributions. 

Online Writing Portfolio (20%) 

We will be writing extensively in 
preparation for and during class – 
often using a technique called ‘free 
writing (see Writing Analytically). 
Most weeks I will ask you to select 
one of your free writes to submit 
online (via Canvas). This collection 
of free writes will constitute your 
online writing portfolio. You will 
have the option of submitting an 
additional 1-4 pieces of writing if you 
would like to include more. As this 
portfolio will be entirely composed 
of informal writing, I will not be 
grading it with the same lens as your 
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essay assignments – I will not be 
grading your writing per se, but 
rather the ideas that your writing is 
generating. I will be looking for 
evidence of analytical thought. While 
I will not formally grade this 
portfolio until the end of the 
semester, you will periodically receive 
qualitative feedback. 

Essays (45%) 

You will submit three formal 
analyticaly essays (4-5 pages in 
length) on October 16th, November 
13th, and December 8th. Details and 
expectations for these essays can be 
found in the “Essay Evolution” 
document on Canvas.  

Supporting Assignments (5%) 

 Your online-portfolio submissions 
will typically be paired with a brief 
assignment designed to help you in 
drafting your essays (see “Essay 
Evolution”). 

Graded Course Components 

Communication: Out of class communications will be through email. Ergo, you must 
check your email. I will typically respond to student emails within 1 business day, and 
expect the same from you.  

Academic Behavior: All students should familiarize themselves with the College’s 
Academic Behavior Code, which can be found at 
www.muhlenberg.edu/main/aboutus/dean-academic/integrity or in your student 
handbook. Any violations of this code, including but not limited to plagiarism and 
academic dishonesty, will be dealt with according to Muhlenberg College’s Code of 
Conduct. 

Students with Disabilities or Special Needs: Students with disabilities requesting 
classroom or course accommodations must complete a multi-faceted application/ 
approval process through the Office of Disability Services prior to the development and 
implementation of an Accommodation Plan. Each Accommodation Plan is individually 
and collaboratively developed with the Directors or staff of the following Departments, as 
appropriate: Academic Resource Center, Office of Counseling Services, Student Health 
Services, and the Office of Disability Services. If you have not already done so, please 
contact the appropriate Department to have a dialogue regarding your academic needs 
and the recommended accommodations, auxiliary aides, and services. 

Course Policies 

Everybody needs beauty as well 
as bread, places to play in and 
pray in, where nature may heal 
and give strength to body and 

soul alike. – John Muir 

Nature Journal (12%) 

You will need to establish and keep a 
nature journal for this course. This 
should be a physical, bound journal. 
Once a week you will locate and observe 
nature within walking distance (2 miles) 
of campus. You will document your 
observations in your journal (for details 
on format see “Leslie&Roth.pdf” on 
Canvas)  

Documentary Observations (3%) 

Over the course of the semester you will 
seek out and watch six nature 
documentaries, then submit your 
observation on Canvas (for details see 
assignment in Canvas) 


